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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUTLDINGS SURVEY

STONE HOUSE - HABS NO-.VAfSQQ
“eme o Structure:  Sione Pouse
S%ate; Virzinia County: Rockbridge Towr of vicinibty: Lexington

3trzet address or Location: .2 mile southwest of State Route 687 (Ross Road)

Fresent Ownar; ¥r. opd ¥rs,. ¥, Y. Paxt

8]

n Jir., rox 1155, Lexinzston, Va.

Present Cccupant: ¥r. =a2nd Mrs., ¥, 7. Faxton Jr. Przsent Use: dwelling

arief Statement of Zignificance; House built by Zacharish Johnsten, Revolubtionary
“ar officer, 2ssociate of Thos. Jefferscn in Tirvinie: densre1l asssexbly sud member
of wirxinir 7Jonvention o 1788 which retifiad the 7eder-1 Jonstitution. lsitzrs
in =xistence to Johnstom from Jafferson, 2eorge “ascn, John Marsnall and James
onres

Orizirnzl and subseguent ownsrs:s Part of orizinsl morden grﬂnt was conveysd in

1752 1o Joseoh Lapsiey (Johmston heirs still have deed) =2nd counveyed in 1792 to
Zacharisk Johnston. Johnston also acquired prepsrty Crom James !'chowell and his

form totzled 738 agrss. Trom him properiy passed by inheritznce to his son

Thomae Johnstoun, Jrom Thomas tc his son James Johusten sud from nim te his children
whoe wers the last by that name te live in tae house. It then pussed by inheritauncs
in 1684 %o the pressnt owner, M, ¥, Paxbton Jr., a direct descsudant of the builder. '
Some of th2 originzl Turniture has remsined in the house to the present %tims.

n:te of erections 1797 (s:one in house zives dzta) Arcnitect: unknown

: John S9pearis nams 2nd mark appsar on stcne beiween
bzt he was probably the stone mason

@uilier, surpliiers, stec.
chimnevye, indigating t

Yot2s con known alteraticns =n< 2dditions: Fouse restored in 16%5-48 by present
owners. Architzed was Thomaa Jroven ol Johnsow, Iraven - tibson, Tharlottesville, ¥a.
Tricr Lo thot the house had underzeons rerarikzbly little chanzge. Cnly major changs

w28 joining stone kitchen bto mz2in tlock with Yrame hyphen =n
,lcng length cf this wing, probhebly 2bout 100 vears azo.

addition of porch
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Primary 2nd unputlished sources of informstion: Qriginsl lestters Trom Jeiferson etc.

te Johnston in possession of femily. Other fawily pepers and:family =ible in

possession of M. Y. Paxton Sr. (¢Lld zlass nezetive in pcssession of ¥. W. Paxton Jr.

Source of information on recsnt structural chznzzs to house wzs Lee oore, wno lived
and worked for Johmetone ("e' added to nsme by last generation) family for 40 years

and still lives nearhby,

Secondary and published sources: Virginis Historical Jollections, Jol. IX, New
§eriss, "The History of the vVirginia Counvention of 1788," by Huzh 2lair Grigsby
zives an account of Johuston's role in the convention. (Published by ¥irzinia
Hisboricel Socisty, 18G0)

7Zzachariah Johnsten of sugzustz =2nd Rockbridgs Jountiss and His Times," by M. W.
Paxton, Vol. 5, Proceedings of the Rockbriige Histerical gociety.

Prepared by: M. ¥. Paxtion Jr.

nate; Pebruary 1, 196G

See also: Lyle, Royster, Jr. and Simpson, Pamela. The Architecture of Historid"]'

Lexington. Charlottesville, VA: University Press of Virginia, 1977.
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Yame of Structure: 8tcne House

State; Virginia Jourty: Rockbricge Town or Vieiaitys Lexington

FEMERLL ST ATTMEYT

zrchitectural intersst and merit:; This is one of the lsrger and more refined of
the stone houses built in Rockbridze Qounty. The pericd of stone house bullding
ended here shortly a2fter the turn of the nineteenth century.

Jendition of fabricy very good

DETATILED DESORIPTIOY CF EXTERICR

“umber of storiss: WO Yumber o hays: five

cver-211 dimensions: wmain house - 47 x 33  wing (one story) - 41 x 21

Layout—-shape: rectangular stone nmain block joined by frame hyphem to one stery bldg.

Poundations; limeatone, 20" thick

Wall construction, fipish and solor: limestone with jzck arches above window and
door openings. ‘“hen mortar was pointed up, white mortar with yvellow aand was found
to match old mortar.

Structurzl system, fr=ming: HZach floor suspended independently on osk logs running
width of nouse. On main floor and top Tleor a beem 21so runs lsngth of house.
Interior partitions are constructed with 4 x 4 atudding. Roof is supported by hande
hewn, pezgzed beama.

Porches, stoops, bulkheada, etc.: “ons of porches are original. Front porch,
measuring L4 x 9 was built about 1930 =and has heavy charmfered wood posts and i roof.

"8m2ll 4 roof porch on northsast side built a few years earlier. ILong poreck running

length of wing believed to heve been built about 100 ye=rs azo when acparate stons

kitchen was joired to mein 3leck. 3m=ll stone stocp =%t rear of m=in block puils
in 1635, Stoon and porch on back of wing addsd in 1G65-66,

Jhimneys: Yein block hzs threse chimnevs, wing has two. *i
main block are workins (sixth {lue used for furnace). larg
working. Other firsolsce in wing dlocked up in 1945-£6,

ve of 8ix fireolaces in
e fireplace in wing

Cpenings - dcorwavs and doors: Uouse nss 10 cutside dcorweys on mzin £loor plus base-
ment entrance. Criginzl ineide docorwava aboub £'2% high. Toors have Clat pansls on
cne side and reised panels on other (six panzls).
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Operings - windows and shutters: Fouse has 33 windows, four in basemeunbt, 14 on
first floor, 12 on second floor and three on third Ploor. Pirst i'loor window
sashes zrs % panes over 9, second =2nd third floor sashes are ¢ over &. Some old
glass still existing. “ine-pane sash messurss {lower) 36 x 29. Shutters ware
added mzny y=ars ago.

Pocf - shape, covering: Reol, with rather high piteh, now covered with tin, or-
izinally with wocod shingles.

dornice, eaves; Jornice on main block iz classical with modillions and dentils.
A scalloped aprom is applied to the long porch.

DETATILED DESGTIPTION £¥ INTERIOR

*loor Flans (by floor): Bssement under main block is all one room. First floor
center hall is flanked by one room, width of nouse, or left; and twe rooms on right.
Kitchen and hall, with bay, in wood hyphen (gutted in restoration); origin=zl stone
kitchen in winz now used as dining room (this room had been =bondoned and had to be
zutted in restoration), Second floor centrzl hall is flanked by mester vedroom on left
2nd two bedrooms on right. Atbtic dividsd in 1965-66 with helf being used ass playroom
and other half for storage.

Stairways: Stairway in m=in hzll rises in two stages with landing avove door al
rear of hall. Has eimpls turned svindles and simple turned balusters with wooden
painted hnesndrzil. :

#lcoring: Random width 1% inch pine, no subflooring.

Yall and ceiling finish: Plasisr. Unomamented wainscoting on main f{loor is
noolar. Very similar wzinsceoting and woodwork features =re to be found in severzl
nearby houses of same period, including Tuckaway and Little Stone.

Qoorways and doors:; (rizinel interior doorways mbout 5£'2" high. Toors are six panel,
raiged on one side ant flat on cther side. Rll ars originzl sxeept where new doorways
added in r=zstoration.

Necorative faatures 204 trim: Pilasters i
pilestars on pedsstzls with capit=l compos
dentils. The neckineg is plain, without Jlatinz.

Criginal freon box locks on Zdoors hnave vesn repsirsd »
se still in use, includirg sirap hnin
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STITT 4T STRRCTITNES

Crisntation (by cowpass reading) and general se+t : Fouse, situated on low knoll,
Faces southeast, Present ownzrs ret:in only 10 2 s o original farm. The acresage
fronts on 2 tramct owned by Lexinzior 30lf 71lub on whick zolf course is to be expanded
With additicn:1l nine holes.

nz
=)
r=

Cutbuildingsy Touble outbuilding, built in 1%28 in line wiih resr lins of house,
contained chicken house, woodshed and geragze. Scolleped aprom on cuilding matches
19354, (1d stable burned several years azo.

i

that on long porch. Zrzinery built in
arge barn now on proeparty purchsssd by =olf ¢lub. Sprinz house =nd loon nouse oncs
situ=t=d northwest of hcuse, rez22d scre rzars azo, but their azpproximate sitzs are

known by present owner.

lLandscaving and walks, enclosures: Some fine old waluubt, locust, syczmore and wmaple
trees arcund house. Double outbuildings commected to house in 1965-56 with solid,
hizh wood fences cut, on top, in a design which is reverse of scalloped apron om
outbuildings. C1ld granite curbing for drivewsy found in Lynchburg. Posi lamps made
in 1666 by a “ew vork artisan.

Frepared by: ¥. Y. Paxton Jr., with zssisiance
of “Tat eblett of firm of J. '
Tveretti Fauber (AIs), Lynchburg,
Va.

Nate; TFebruary 1, 1969

Edited for HABS by Druseilla J. Null
Summer 1933




